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9CXII. An Account ofajingular Apple-Tree, producing Fruit 
ofoppojite ^alities ; a Part of the fame Apple being frequent- 
ly Jour, and the other fweet. In a Letter from the Reverend 
Peter Whitney, to the i^^-u^rf/zi Joseph Will ard, 
V.Pref. A. A. andPrefident of the Univerfty in Cambridge^ 

Northborough, July 15, 1782., 
Reverend Sir, 

THERE is now growing in an orchard, lately belonging 
to my honoured father, the "Reverend Aaron Whitney,. 
of Peterjhham, deceafed, an apple-tree, very lingular with re- 
Ipedl to its fruit. The apples are fair, and, when fully ripe, 
of a yellow colour, but, evidently, of different taftes- — four and 
fweet. The part which is four is not very tart, nor the other 
ve^ fwtef . Two apples growing fide by fide, on the fame 
limb, will be often of thefe different tafles, the one all four, and 
the other all fweet. And, which is more remarkable, the fame 
apple will frequently be four on one fide, end, or part, and the 
other fweet, and that not in any order or uniformity ; nor is 
there t.ny difference in the appearance of the one part from the 
other. And as to the quantity, fome have more of the acid 
and lefs of the fweet, and fo vice verfa. Neither arc the ap- 
ples fo different in their tafles, peculiar to any particular 
branches, but are found, promifcuoufly, on every branch of 
the tree. The tree ftands. almofl in the midfl of a large or- 
chard, in a rich and flrong foil, and was tranfplanted there 
about forty years ago. There is no appearance of the trunk or 
any of the branches having been ingrafted or inoculated. It 
was a number of years, after it had born fruit, before thefe dif- 
ferent 
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ferent tafles were noticed ; but fince they were firft difcovered, 
\vhich is about twenty years, there has been conftantly the 
fame variety in the apples. 

For the truth of what I have afferted, I can appeal to many 
perfons of diftindtion, and of nice tafles, who have travelled a 
great diftance to view the tree, and tafte the fruit ; but to invef- 
tigate the caufc of an efFed fo much out of the common courfe 
of nature, muft, I think, be attended with difficulty. The on- 
ly folution I can conceive is, that the corcula, or hearts of two 
feeds, the one from a four, the other from a fweet apple, might 
fo incorporate, in the ground, as to produce but one plant : or 
that farina, from bloflbms of thofe oppofite qualities, might 
pafs into, and impregnate the fame feed. If you fhould think 
the account I have given you, of this fingular apple-tree, will 
be acceptable to the American Academy, pleafe to communis 
cate it. 

I am, &c. 

PETER WHITNEY, 
Reverend frejident Willard. 
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